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BEAR HE REERN.

I urge you to sign and mail the letber I'wve epncloased
to Hafer al-Assad.

Azz=ad iz the President of Syria. &and yvour eigmned
letker urges him to look into the circumstances of Riad
al-Turk'e imprisorment and to relsagse him from jail.

What I'm asking you toa do iz neither imprackical noy
overly idealistic. I'm simply asking you to help me
decide the fate of one lanely man.

Riad is a S8-year-old lawyer and First Secretacy of
the prohibited Cosmunist Party Politicsl Burean. He lived
in Damascus with his wife and children. But on October
28, 1980, he was arcested by the Syriem security police
and has since been held withouk charges or trial. He hasz
not been allowed to see his wife or children nor to send
or receive letters.

It ia known that Riad has been Cortured on at least
four separate occcasipns. In 1BEL, he wag tortured and
sent to a bospital o recover. A year later, he was
readmitted for inktensive care. Then in 1983, Riad was
saverely tortpred and alsost died. And im 1984, his arm
and leq were broken. Today, he is thought to be held at
the Military Interrogation Center in DAmAEcUE.

It*s wital you mail your Urgent Action Letter to bhe
President of Syria and urge him to releaee Ried al-Turk.

Then, please sign your Confirmation Copy and return it
to me in the brown postage-free savelope I've enclosed.

It"=s important that I know you have mailed your letter
20 I°11 have an accurate count of the lekkere eent to

Prosident hssad.

Bpt Eragically, the case of Riad is not an iselated
example of a government’s abuse of human 1ife and dignity.

Torture and political debention are everyday evenks in



==

more than 1/3 of khe world®'s goveramnenkts .

The burning of flesh with cigarettes, clectric shock,
a year pr mopre blindfolded in total darknesse, and heing
gtretched and broken on the rack are the living nightmares
suffered by prisoners of consclence in jail eells. torture
chambers and slase labor camps around the world.

I Know these details are hard to read end I'm not
telling you Ehis to be moarbid or to shock youm. But I am
saying it €0 urge you to sign and meil the letter I'we
encloged to President Assad.

- Because your aiqneﬂ letter could literally be the
difference between life and death for BEied al-Turk.

Because it's ordinary people 1ike youw and me -= not
governments — who have the power to stop torkure.

Even the most cruel governments take notice when caring
people arcund the world expose their human rights wlolations.

Officials must then ask themselves, *"Is this prisoner
workth all this negative publicity? IeE keeping this
individual in jall or terturing this person worth all the
trouhle it's cauging?™

Even the most Cyramnnical governments don't want to eppear
repressive. Thelr diplemats ££ill have to negotiste with
other Countries and their shlpe muet dock in foreign porks.

I know governments have these concerns and I know Ehey
de in fact release prisoners of conecience on whose behalf
we have Eought.

One of our most effective weapons against torture is
our Urgent Action Metwork —— a highly orgenized system of
concernsd pecple who have agreed to send lmmediste Urgent
Action letters on behalf of tortured prisoners.

In fact, one of every three Urgent Action cases
results in the release of the prisoner or =ose improvement
in the prisoner’'s condition. And in all cases, the danger
9f conkinued torture is leasened.

A freed Paragueyan prisoner aided by Amnesty wrote:
*On Christmas Eve, the door to sy ¢e2ll opencsd and
the guasd tessed in a crumpled piece of paper. It
gald, "Take heart. The world koows you are alive.
We're with you." Thak letter seved my life.®

A released prisoner from Malaysia wrote about the
letters he received while In prison. "It is hard
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to describe the fcclings in my heart — theee
[letbara] I regarded ae preciocus jewels.®

But, Amnesty International does much more. We were
egkabliched in 1561 to work impartially far the wictims of
human rights wialatioms.

Our work is on behalf of "prisoners of conscience® ==
men, wamen and childeen imprisoned £or their beliefs,
colsr, zex, ethnie origin, language or religion —- who have
never used or advocated vwiclence. We fight to end torture
and exgcutions -- and to ensure fair and prempt trials.

And we are the only organization of our type to win
the Hobel Prize for Peaca.

We have pressured offending governments for a change
through our consultative status with the United Nations,
the Council of Eureope, and through cooperative relatioms
with goverament bodies in Africa end Letin America.

HWithin the United States; we have an expanding network
of leqgal, medical and polikical experks. We meek with
members of Congress to urge them te consider human tights
izsues when making foreign policy.

And Ampesty International warks closely with business,
labor and political leaders to gain their cooperation in
aur fight against torture.

We disagrese with those who say torture is a regrettable,
buk incurable, disease. Like slavery, torture can and
will be ended with your supporck.

FPrisoners can be freed. And lives can e saved through
vour direct action with Amnesty Internstional.

But, ¥your support is desperately needed. Ewen o I write
you, innocent victime are heing lmprigoned, kortured and
forced to suffer unspeakable mental and physical agomies.

In Vietnam, & prominent poek, Hoang Cam, ia in prison
for ettemptlng ko deliver a collection of unpublished
poems to the United States.

In Chile, Rlicardo Weibel Navarrstte -- abducted from
hiz home im 19%7% == is among 660 Chileans who disappeared

betwean 1973 and 1977 and whose Ffate has never been
acknowledged by Chilean cfficials.

Mow, it's up to you and me to help free these
prisonere of conscience around the world. Buk, as I
promised you at the start of my lectter, I'm not going to



askh you to do anything Aifficult or unrealistic,

I'm only asking you to help me decide the fate of one
man == Riad al=Turk -- by mailing your letter to President
ABEad.

Then complete your *Confirmation Copy® and return ik
to mé in the brown, postage—fres envelopa. It's important
Lhat I know you have mailed your letter.

And at the same tima, I uwrge you to join Amnesty
International's fight by incluoding your tez—deductible
Membership contribution of $15, $25, 550 or more.

In return Eor your Mecbership contribution, your"1l
receive our regular newspaper, Annesty ign, which will
keep you up to date on our efforts ko free priganers and
aboliszh torture. But most importantly, you®ll be part af
our world-wide effort to end government's ebuse of power
and human rights.

Riad and other prizeners of conscience being held and
tortured are £lesh and blood people whoe need your help.
Their pain and suffering are real., Without your support,
Ehey have little hope.

Pleage gign and mall ywour lekter ko Pre=xzident Assad.
And IEtan yvour slgned Confirmation Copy with your
Memberzhip contribution of $15, #25, 50 or more to mae
todar.

Sincerely.,

e 27

John G. Healey
Executive Direcko

P.5, Your letter to President Assad can play e deciding
rola in our fight against the torture and imprison-
ment of Riad al-Turk. Flease sign your Confirmation
Copy and return it to me today with your
taxz-deductible conktribuktlon of $15, %25, %50 oc
more, I'*we eaclased a postage-free envelope Eo
speed your reply.
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